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Role and Responsibilities

Understanding the orthodontic therapist's role within the dental team ensures safe
and ethical clinical practice.

Reflective Practice and Accountabi

Regular self-evaluation helps therapists maintain competence and accountability in
delivering patient care.

Impact on Patient Outcomes.
Professional insight fosters awareness of how actions influence patient care, team
dynamics, and public trust.
Continuous Development

Ongoing education and ethical practice enhance quality of care and professional
standards in orthodontics.

Role of the
Orthodontic Therapist

ical Responsibilities

Orthodontic therapists it and adjust appliances, place archwires, take
impressions, and provide oral hygiene nstructions.
Scope of Practice

‘Therapists must work within their authorised scope and know which
procedures they can perform safely.

Teamwork and Escalation

10 when to to
orthodontist ensures patient safety and effective teamwork.

Patient Safety and Ethics
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Scope of Practice

Definition and Importance

Scope of per for patient safet

Working Within Competence

Understanding scope helps avoid working beyond competence, preventing patient harm and
misconduct.

Evolving Scope

training, experience, Updates, professional
development.

Ethical and Professional Trust

Clear tects registration, and fosters trust with
patients

Ethical and Legal Responsibilities

Adherence to Professional Ethics

Orthodontic therapists must follow codes of conduct and maintain patient confidentiality to uphold
ethical standards.

Legal Compliance and Record Keeping

keeping are vital therapy.
Navigating Ethical Challenges
Strong ethical frameworks help manage challenges like delegation, consent, and patient

expectations confidently.

Importance of Legal Accountability

L ' i within scope and follow prescriptions
properly.
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Continuing
Professional
Development

Importance of CPD

GPD ensures orthodontic therapists maintain competence and
deliver up-to-date care in a rapidly evolving field

Methods of CPD

Effective CPD combines formal education, reflective learning, and
practical experience for comprehensive growth

Aligning CPD with Needs

Therapists should tailor CPD activities to personal learning goals and
service requirements for best outcomes.

Benefits of CPD ro Iate
Proactive CPD improves confidence, patient care, and supports long-

Overview of iate Referral .
erview of Appropriate Referrals Identifying the Need for Referral

Importance of Timely Referrals cli

cal Indicators for Referral

Timely and accurate referrals protect patient healt and support efcient reaiment patiways in g Unexpected treatment responses and signs of pathology indicate the need for specialist referral.
orthodontic care.

Scope and Specialist Input

Qrthodontic their scope that Importance of Early Intervention
oul
’i Timely referral enables early intervention, preventing complications and improving patient outcomes.
Clear Communication Processes
\
Clear among Y
Gonfidence i oare %
& \ Professional Communication
Role in Referral Documentation \\\ Effective communication and thorough record keeping support safe and professional referral decisions.
by adhering on standards and 3

indicators.

q

l |r entVS Urgent Referral Indicators
g Urgent referrals involve acute pain, infection, trauma, or suspected oral pathology

ROUtIne needing immediate care.
Referrajs Routine Referral Cases

Routine referrals include complex malocclusions, restorative needs, or periodontal

assessments before treatment. P .
_— Effective Communication ' atlent
Glear communication with patients and dental teams helps manage expectations and Centred

reduce patient anxiety.

Prioritisation Benefits

Prioritising referrals ensures patient safety and efficient use of clinical resources in
orthodontic practice.
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Overview of Patient-Centred Care

Individualised Patient Focus

Patient-centred care recognises each patient’s unique needs, values, and circumstances in
orthodontic treatment.

Effective Communication and Empathy

Glear communication and empathy are key to building trust and reducing patient anxiety
during care.

Shared Decision-Making

Involving patients actively in decisions improves cooperation and treatment outcomes.

Holistic Orthodontic Care

Holistic care considers emotional and physical wellbeing to support a positive patient
experience.

Communication and Shared
Decision Making

Patient-Centered Communication

Cear i in procedures and address
patier floctivel
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‘Shared Decision Making

Engaging pationts n treatment discussions ensuras understanding of options, ks, and
responsbilties.

Tailored Communication

understanding and adherence.

Building Rapport and Compliance

foster trust, 3 orthodontic

outcomes.

Supporting Compliance and
Motivation

Importance of Patient Compliance

Patient compliance is essential for orthodonti
ndance.

Role of Orthodontic Therapists

‘Therapists motivate patients with clear instructions, positive reinforcement, and practical strategies.

Personalised Support

Understanding behavioral factors helps provide tailored support to overcome anxiety and lifestyle
barriers.

Encouraging Feedback and Progress

Celebrating progress and encouraging feedback enhances patient motivation and treatment
omes.
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